In vitro inhibition of methionine incorporation in the dorsal bodies of Helix aspersa by synthetic FMRFamide.
1. In in vitro conditions, synthetic FMRFamide was shown to inhibit the uptake of labelled methionine by the dorsal bodies (DB)-containing connective tissue of Helix aspersa. 2. This effect occurred at physiological concentrations and in a dose-dependent manner. 3. Among the different cell types of the explants, the DB cells preferentially incorporated the radioactive precursor. 4. These results suggest that FMRFamide plays a biological role in controlling the DB activity (protein synthesis) of Helix aspersa.